
 

 

 

 

 
December 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Well as the end of term approaches rapidly and the festive season well and truly takes a hold I thought I 

would take this opportunity to share some the many amazing things the children have been up to and 

celebrate what has been a very positive autumn term across the school. 

 

December has provided us with so many opportunities for our children to shine in so many ways. The Key 

Stage 1 & Foundation Stage Nativity was wonderful, and all the children involved sang, acted and read 

superbly, as well as enjoying themselves a great deal. It was lovely that so many parents and family 

members could join us to share in the Nativity this year. 

 

The Key Stage 2 Choir attended four different venues to sing and share some Christmas joy as well as 

leading a carol service after school. Again, their efforts were amazing and at all the events members of 

the public and family members commented on how well they sang and how lovely it was to see them. A huge 

thank you and well done to them. 

 

As well as these events, the KS2 children have been to Torquay to see the Pantomime at the Princess 

Theatre, KS1 and Foundation Stage had a children’s entertainer in, Father Christmas visited all the 

classrooms, the PTA Christmas Disco has been enjoyed and the children have had their Christmas Dinner 

as well. It really has been a very busy few weeks and the children seem to have had a great time but have 

kept their behavior and manners at all times with so many people commenting on how well mannered and 

grateful the children have been throughout all the excitement.  

 

A huge thankyou to our PTA for funding and organising the Pantomime trip, the Children’s Entertainer and 

the Christmas Disco. All these events were very much appreciated by the children. 

 

 Home Reading 

Thank you so much to all those parents and family members who are finding the time to read regularly 

with the children and ensure their reading diaries are signed and up to date. We are so pleased with the 

progress the children are making in their reading across the whole school in what is a really important life 

skill. Please if you can encourage your children to keep reading over the Christmas holidays this will make a 

huge difference when they come back in the new year. 

 

The draw for the Creally family ticket will be made at the first celebration assembly of the New Year so 

that all those children who have read four or more times this week can be entered into the draw one more 

time.   
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Attendance  

Our attendance this month is 94.7%.  This is still a long way off our target of 96% but attendance rates are 

rising which is great to see. The winter is always a time when illness strikes more so please keep reminding your 

children of the importance of good hygiene to help keep the spread of illness to a minimum, thank you.  

 

A huge thank you for all of those that do so much to ensure their child’s attendance is continually good, and for 

everyone for working with us in keeping the children in school and reminding them about personal hygiene and 

the importance of hand-washing in order to keep bugs to the minimum.  Don’t forget to telephone the school, 

before 9-10 a.m. if possible, to let us know the reason for your child’s absence.   

 

Application for a Primary School place 

Applications have opened for admission into primary school in September 2019 for children born between 1st 

September 2014 and 31st August 2015.  You can now apply online at www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline and 

applications must be in by 15th January 2019 or they will be considered late and you may not get a place for your 

child in the school of your choice. 

 

Diary Dates 

January  

Monday 7th Children return to school. 

 

I am so proud to be head of such a great school, the children here are fantastic and such a 

pleasure to work with, my staff are so committed to their roles here at St. Catherine’s and the 

support we get from you as parents and family members means so much. All these things contribute 

to St. Catherine’s being a fantastic place to be and I can’t thank everyone enough for all they do. 

 

On behalf of all the staff and Governors of the School I would like to wish everyone a very happy 

festive season and I look forward to continuing all the good work with you all into 2019. 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

Marcus West 
 

Head of School 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline

