
 

 

 
March 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Well as the end of another term approaches the weather is warming and it feels spring is fully taking a 

hold. It has been another very busy term in school with the children involved in so much as always. It has 

also been a term where we have been inspected by OfSTED and retained our status as a ‘good’ school. 

Something everyone at the school should continue to be very proud of. I have put just a few things below 

that the children have been up to across the school this term. 

 

• We had World Book day. The children were amazing and had a great day exploring all different 

types of books and sharing their favorite books with each other. 

• Comic Relief day. We raised nearly £100 for comic relief whilst having lots of fun dressing up, 

wearing non uniform and having fun in our classes throughout the day. 

• Story teller Clive Pig visited our Key Stage 1 classes for a morning sharing stories about the Great 

Fire of London, which has been their topic this term. 

• Year 1 went on a walk exploring Stover Country Park. 

• Year 6 have visited Yarner Woods as they start work towards the John Muir award, which they 

will continue during the summer term. 

• Year 6 have also undertaken their bike ability training. 

• A number of children in Key Stage 2 have been climbing and had a go at archery as part of 

adventurous activity club on a Friday afternoon. 

• ‘Spirit of Adventure’ came in and worked with Key Stage 2 children on practical problem solving 

challenges. 

 

 Attendance 

 We have been asking for your support to help improve the levels of attendance this year to help get us 

near to our target set by Devon County of 96% attendance. We are doing very well in working towards this 

and each week our overall attendance rate creeps up. Currently it is 95.15%. This is the best it has been 

for four years which is great.  

 

We should all be proud of ourselves for this improvement. We are still having monthly visits from our 

Education Welfare Officer who monitors attendance and although he is pleased with the improvements he 

is still clear that we must get our levels of attendance to 96% which is the national average. With this in 

mind I do ask that as we head into the summer term, after the Easter holidays, that this effort from 

everyone continues so that we get as close to the 96% target as we can.  

 

Reading 

Another area we have been working on as a school community is reading and especially encouraging children 

to read more at home. Again I am so pleased with the support from everyone and the children are really 

beginning to reap the benefits from this. 
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When we first checked reading diaries at the start of the school year 25% of children in Key Stage 1 and 

2 were reading 3 or more times a week at home. I am really pleased to say that this half term we have 

averaged 72% of children reading at home 3 or more times a week. This makes such a difference to the 

children’s confidence in their reading and also their enjoyment of reading, thank you. 

 

The children in key stage 2 and some children in year 2 have also been using the ‘Accelerated Reader’ 

scheme to monitor the books they are reading and to ensure they are reading the right level of books for 

their age. The improvement in the children’s reading abilities is as evident as is the overall enjoyment of 

reading and confidence of children when reading. 

 

Summer Term Uniform 

As always I have put below a reminder of the school uniform policy as we head into the summer term. I 

have been really impressed by the standard of school uniform this year and how smart the children have 

looked throughout the year. Yet again thank you for your support with this. 

 

• School sweatshirt or sweat cardigan with school logo  

• White polo shirt or short sleeved shirt. 

• Grey/black shorts/trousers/skirts/pinafore dress. Nursery children may also wear black jogging 

bottoms. 

• Children can wear gingham dresses in the summer (school colour as mentioned above). 

• School shoes must be worn to school. These can be black/brown sensible shoes, not trainers. But 

at break and lunchtimes children can wear trainers for running around. 

• In the summer children can wear sturdy sandals which support their feet and have a back on them. 

Not flip flops. 

 

Year 6 SATs 

Just a reminder for Year 6 parents that this year’s SATs will take place in the week starting Monday 13th 

May. It is important that all year 6 are in school this week and if they are unwell you contact the school as 

soon as possible. If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to contact Miss Nichols or 

myself. 

 

Plastic Free Day 

Lots of children are becoming more aware of the issue of single use plastics in our environment and as a 

school we would like to raise their awareness further and get involved. The Eco Council will be looking in 

more detail at what we can do as a school and they will share their ideas with the rest of the school. 

However, as a start we would like to promote a 'Plastic Free Day' which we will hold in school on 

Wednesday 8th May. We want a day where we try to eliminate using single use plastics. Single use plastics 

are those which we use once and then throw away. Plastics such as water bottle are usually reusable. What 

we will ask you to do is to think carefully about this, especially with packed lunches. What are the 

children's packed lunches wrapped in? What else could you have in your packed lunch that doesn’t use 

single use plastics? Together, can you think of alternative foods or packaging? We will also look at some 

learning opportunities in each class to help children learn more about the impacts of single use plastics on 

our planet. 

 

Labeling clothes 

Please can you check all your child’s clothes are clearly labeled. As the weather improves more children are 

keen to take their coats and jumpers off when they are outside which inevitably means that more coats 

and jumpers go missing. Having clear names helps us to ensure these can be returned to the rightful 

owners.  

 



 

 

 

 

We have a large amount of clothing in the lost property box which we will be trying to find owners for 

before the end of term. We will also put the lost property out on the table tennis table at the start and 

end of the day tomorrow. Please have a good look through for any clothes which may belong to your child.  

 

We will be finding homes for anything left in the lost property box at the end of the day tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

April  

Tuesday 23rd  Children return to school. 

Monday 8th – 

Monday 22nd 

Easter holidays 

  

 

On behalf of all the Staff and Governors of the School I would like to wish everyone a very happy 

Easter and I look forward to continuing all the good work with you all into the summer term. 

 

 

Marcus West 
 

Head of School 


