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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Welcome back to the Spring Term at St Catherine’s, we hope you had a lovely Christmas and we 

wish you a very healthy and happy new year. 

 

Attendance 

As mentioned in my previous newsletter we are really going to be pushing to achieve an overall 

attendance rating of 96% this year, this is the average for schools in Devon and benchmark we 

have managed to achieve. Last year was our best year for attendance and everyone’s effort and 

support across the whole school was very much appreciated. I know that in the lead up to 

Christmas there was a good deal of illness around, something which happens every year all over 

the country, as a result our attendance rate is 94.5%. It would be great to be able to get this 

level moving back towards the target of 96%. I am thrilled that this term has started so 

positively in terms of attendance and that the children are back and well. 

 

Thank you again for all you do in supporting the school and your children with ensuring regular 

attendance. If you are struggling with this for any reason, please contact your child’s class 

teacher and we will do our best to support you with this. 

 

Our Christian Value 

This term, the value that we are focussing on is Justice. This is the upholding of what is fair, 

just, and right. This will be explored through worships and class assemblies to help the children 

gain a firm understanding of what this means to them in their lives. 

 

Rights Respecting Article 

As I explained last term we are a UNICEF rights respecting school and as such each half term 

we will be considering a different article and ensure the rights are being taught through our 

classroom practice. This half term we are focussing on Article 29: The right to learn to live 

peacefully, respect the environment and respect other people.  

 

School Meals 

 As we start the new term, please can you ensure that there is credit on your Parent Pay account 

to cover any school meal taken. The school cannot carry debts and the recovery of outstanding 

amounts is taking up a lot of administration time. Your help in this matter is appreciated.  
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Uniform  

All the children have come back looking super smart, however, can I please remind you our school 

uniform is: - 

 • School sweatshirt or sweat cardigan with school logo. 

 • White polo shirt or short sleeved shirt. 

 • Grey/black shorts/trousers/skirts/pinafore dress.  

 • Children can wear gingham dresses in the summer (school colour green). 

 • School shoes must be worn to school. These can be black/brown sensible shoes, not trainers. 

But at break and lunchtimes children can wear trainers for running around if they wish.  

 

Cycling/Scootering 

It is great to see so many children and their families cycling and scootering to school, but please 

can I ask that, when on the school site, bikes and scooters are pushed rather than ridden as this 

will help to keep everyone safe. It is essential helmets are worn and I appreciate your support 

with this.  

 

Application for a Primary School Place 

Applications opened on 15th November for admission into Primary School in September 2020 and 

you can apply online at www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline.  You can apply for a place if your child 

was born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016. Applications must be in by 15th 

January 2020 or they will be considered as late and you may not get a place for your child in a 

school of your choice. Please make sure you apply for 3 schools of your choice. If you only apply 

for one school and do not get a place, your child will be placed in a school where there is a space, 

which may not be a school you would choose.  

 

Hair Bands 

Please can I ask for your support in encouraging your children to wear small, not novelty and 

preferably school coloured hair bows and bands. It is also essential that children with hair longer 

than their shoulders have it tied up- this will help in the prevention of head lice.  

 

Mental Health and Well-Being 

In order to help support ourselves the government recommends that we should do the following: 

Connect with others, be active, take notice of the world around you, keep learning and give of 

yourself to others, to ensure positive mental health. We will be sharing and exploring these ideas 

with the children too.  

 

Illness & Medication 

If your child is ill, please phone the school office by 9.30am and leave a message using Option 1 

to report their absence. Please leave clear details as to the illness, not ‘poorly’ or ‘under the 

weather’! If your child has had sickness and/or diarrhoea, they need to stay at home for 48 

hours after the last episode. Please do not send your child in with medication in their bag. If 

your child needs medicine within school hours, please go to the school office and complete the 

necessary paperwork.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. Here is to a great 2020. 

 

 Kind Regards  

Marcus West 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


