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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I sincerely hope everyone is doing ok and that everyone is safe and well. These are strange times and we miss 

everyone here at St Catherine’s. As we continue into the final half term of the year there are a few things I 

wanted to share with you. 

 

End of year. 

 

We still don’t know exactly how things will develop during the course of this term. We do have some Year 6, 

Year 1, Reception and Pre-School children back now and we will also continue to be open for Key worker 

families and other groups identified through the government guidance. However, the usual end of year 

activities will look very different across the school and we appreciate your understanding and support with 

this. 

 

Reports 

 

Annual School reports have been written for all children and these will start to be sent to you via secure email 

over the coming weeks. Reports will be sent out at different times during the coming weeks and won’t all be 

sent on the same day, this is due to the logistics of sending them all by secure email, please be patient with us 

over this. Teachers will call you following this to provide you with an opportunity to discuss anything from 

the reports.  

 

Staff Changes 

 

We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Shilling back from her maternity leave this half term and we will be 

welcoming Mrs Heywood back before the end of this term also. 

 

Sadly, this is often the term we say farewell to some staff and this year is no different. Mrs Wood is leaving 

us to begin a teacher training course. Mrs Wood has been excellent for the school community and brought so 

much with the forest school sessions she has introduced as well as supporting learning and extra curriculum 

activities across the school. Becoming a teacher is a natural step for Mrs Wood and we know she will be 

fantastic at it. We wish her all the very best. 
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Mrs Foin will also sadly be leaving us at the end of the year. Mrs Foin will be staying in the federation and 

joining St Michael’s School. Mrs Foin again has brought so much to our school community and in particular 

our foundation stage team. She is an excellent practitioner and the children think the world of her and I know 

so many parents have appreciated her professionalism and support as their children have started in our school. 

Mrs Foin will be greatly missed by all and St. Michael’s are genuinely fortunate to be gaining her in their 

team. 

 

Mr Tolley will be continuing to work in Edison Class but from September this will be for just two days a 

week as he will job share with Mrs Shilling. Mr Tolley will be working the other 3 days at Ipplepen Primary 

School and again we know it is a shame that he will be here less but the children and staff at Ipplepen will 

greatly enjoy having him working with them 3 days a week. We wish him every success. 

We will be joined in September by Mrs Alex Davies. Alex will be joining us to cover part of Mrs Bramley’s 

maternity cover and will be working alongside Mrs Heywood three days a week. Alex comes to us with a 

wealth of experience and will be a great asset to our staff team. I am sure everyone will make her feel very 

welcome to our school. 

 

September 

 

From September we will be moving to mixed age classes in Key Stage 1. This will mean that Sparks Class 

will be Reception and Year 1 mixed and Newton Class will be Year 1 and Year 2 mixed. The school is very 

used to working effectively in mixed age classes and the needs of all the children will be met within these 

new classes. Class sizes will remain below 30 in these classes. 

 

While we aren’t at the stage where we can plan for which class the children will be in yet the new class 

structure is below and we will let you know which class your child will be before the end of this term as we 

would do normally. 

 

Class Year Groups Teachers 

Pre-School Pre-School Miss Lee 

Sparks Reception & Year 1 Mrs Heywood & Mrs 

Davies 

Newton Year 1 & Year 2 Miss Farrant & Mrs Norris 

Edison Year 3 & Year 4 Mrs Shilling & Mr Tolley 

Da Vinci Year 4 & Year 5 Miss Drewett 

Darwin Year 5 & Year 6 Mrs Sweeny 

 

Thank you all for your continuing support during these unusual times. The staff have been working very hard 

to ensure home learning is available and that children are supported with this as much as they can. Thank you 

and well done to those of you who have been supporting your children through these times, we do know it has 

not been easy. 

 

As things move forward, we will continue to communicate with you and work with you to help ensure the 

very best for all the children here at St Catherine’s. 

 

All my very best, stay safe. 

 

Marcus West 

               


