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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is October already and I cannot praise everyone enough for how well the school year has started. People are being 

fantastic with the systems we have in place; children are into good routines and have all settled well into the New 

Year. I have been around to many classes to see examples of good work and to reward excellent behaviour, socially 

distanced obviously, but it is great to see so many positive things going on and to see the children so happy and 

working so well. 

Drop off and pick up  

A huge thankyou for all your understanding at drop off and pick up times. It has been so good to see everyone 

making it all work so well and following social distancing advice, thank you. Just a gentle reminder that children must 

be in school at their allotted time. I know that we have put systems in place for families where children are in 

different year groups but it is important that these timings are followed to ensure the safe running of drop off and 

pick up times and that all children are getting a full school day. Thank you for your continued help with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

A very warm welcome to Mrs Davies who has joined us in Sparks Class as cover for Mrs Bramley while she is on 

maternity leave. I know you will join me in making her feel welcome. 

 

New children 

Welcome to our new Reception and pre-school children and their families, the children have settled so well. We are 

really looking forward to this year and hope that they all continue to have a lovely time at St Catherine’s. We also 

extend a very warm welcome to the children and families who have joined us further up the school, it is always nice 

to welcome new faces and I know the children are settling very quickly. One of the lovely things about our school is 

how well everyone welcomes new children into the school community. Joining a new school can be a nervous time, 

but everything has been positive. 

 

 

 

Rights Respecting Article 

Each month we consider a different article, this month we are focusing on Article 12: respect for the views of the 

child. As with our Christian value, the Article is discussed in classes and how it relates to the children. Positive 

examples are celebrated by the children within their classes. 

 

 

 

 



Christian Value 

This term, the value that we are focussing on is FRIENDSHIP.  Each week, children look at this value and discuss what 

it means to them in school and in their wider lives. Examples of children being good friends are celebrated within the 

class and at celebration assemblies. 

 

Celebration Assembly 

The children may have informed you that we have been doing an online celebration assembly. These are proving 

quite successful and allow getting together as a whole school each week even if it is via an online meeting. Part of 

celebration assemblies has always been that children can share achievements from outside of school. To help bring 

this back in I would like to encourage you, if your child has achieved something outside of school that they would like 

to share, please email to me via admin@stcatherines.education with a picture and an explanation and I would be 

thrilled to share these things during our celebration assemblies. 

 

Application for a Secondary School Places 

For children in Year 6, please remember that applications for a place at secondary school need to be submitted by 

31st October 2020. You need to apply online to www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline to ensure that your child gets 

their place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well-being. 
This week all classes have been looking at activities around well-being and what this means to us. The activities have 
been part of an online well-being week entitled ‘Take 5’. It looks at 5 areas of well-being: connect; be active; take 
notice; learn and create and give. The children will have explored aspects of these areas during the week and will 
continue to look at them over the coming weeks. 
 

Home learning  
Now that children are back in school and settled, we will be starting weekly homework again. Class teachers will be 
sending information to you about how this will work to ensure it is in line with guidance and is also of value to the 
children and their learning. 
 
We are also aware that children maybe absent due to families being asked to isolate for Covid 19 related 
illness/symptoms or because of siblings/parents/carers who are displaying symptoms. The Government guidance 
asks us to ensure that remote learning is in place and we will therefore be providing work for pupils who are at home 
self-isolating / waiting for a test or results. The work will be reflective of what is going on each day in the classrooms.  
It will be uploaded onto Google Classroom for children to access at home. 
 
Please can I ask that you all log into Google classroom to ensure you can access this platform and if you have any 
problems please let us know. If you cannot access Google Classroom or online learning please let your child’s class 
teacher know and we will ensure the same learning is available to you in a more format which they can access. 
 

A huge thankyou for your continued support and patience in these different and uncertain times. We really do 

appreciate it. 

Kindest regards 

Marcus West 

(Head of School) 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline

