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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am aware it is not December yet but as we head into the Christmas period I thought I would share plans and dates 

for Christmas activities in school as things will be a bit different this year, as well as other key reminders and 

information. 

 

 

 

 

Children and Staff will be decorating the school and giving it a Christmas feel on Friday 4th December. 

Christmas Dinner 

The School Christmas Dinner will be on Wednesday 16th December. I know there has been a little confusion over the 

date but just to confirm it will be the 16th. Thank you to all of you who have already booked you child’s dinner for 

that day via parent pay.  

We will be inviting the children to wear Christmas jumpers rather than school jumpers on this day. They must wear 

school uniform underneath. During the afternoon classes will have a Christmas celebration, this may be party games 

or a Christmas DVD or Christmas activities. 

Christmas Nativity and Carol Services 

As mentioned in my previous letter, Newton and Sparks Classes will be doing Nativity plays this year. These will be 

filmed in school and available for you to watch online during the last week of term. We will release the link for the 

video on Monday 14th December and the video will remain live until the Friday 18th December.  

Key Stage 2 classes will be working to put together a Carol Service. Again, this will be available online and links will 

be sent home on Monday 14th December,  the video will be live until Friday 18th December for you to watch. 

If you have not logged onto Parent Pay and given permission for your child to take part and agreement not to 

download, copy or share the video then your child will not be able to be a part of these events.  

Christmas Cards 

Children enjoy the giving and receiving of Christmas cards and this is always a big part of Christmas in School and we 

have looked at how we can do this in a Covid-Secure way. The school Christmas post box will be used to help achieve 

this and will be starting on Tuesday 1st December, if children want to give cards to their friends, they can begin to 

bring them in and use the post-box.  The post-box will be open until 10am on the Friday and left over the weekend, 

we will then distribute cards on the Monday. We will do the same for the following week, with the post-box being 

open on Monday 7th December and with the last cards to be in by Friday 11th Dec.  We will not be opening the 

Christmas post-box during the last week as we need to be able to give time between cards being posted and cards 

being delivered.   We would ask that children do not bring cards in and distribute them in any other way. Thank you. 

 

 

 



Attendance 

As always I am incredibly grateful to everyone for all the effort that is put into ensure all our children attend school 

regularly and on time. Our whole school attendance during these difficult times is above national average and above 

average for Devon, which shows what a huge effort everyone is making and I am incredibly grateful for your support 

and hard work. Please remember to contact the school office if for any reason your child is not well enough to be in 

school. Thank you and a huge well done to all. 

 

Christian Value 

This half term, the value that we are focusing on is PERSEVERANCE. Perseverance is the quality of continuing with 

something even though it is difficult.  

 

Application for Primary School Places 

A reminder that if you have a child who was born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017, they will be 

due to start school from September 2021. Applications for school places opened on 15th November 2020 and will 

close on 15th January 2021.  

 

To apply for a school space you will need to visit www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline. Please make sure you apply 

for 3 schools of your choice. If you only apply for one school and do not get a place, your child will be placed in a 

school where there is a space, which may not be a school you would choose. 

 

Staffing 

I am very pleased to say that Mrs Sweeny is expecting her first child.  Mrs Sweeny will be taking special pregnancy 

leave before her maternity leave begins and will be starting this from beginning of January. I know that everyone will 

join me in wishing Mrs Sweeny all the very best and we will look forward to hearing news as we move into 2021. 

  

Parents Evenings 

Appointment times are being confirmed today and meeting codes and instructions for online appointments will be 

sent out on Monday. Please be patient with everyone as we try and ensure these run smoothly and to ensure they 

work for everyone, thank you.  

 

I know that staff have already spoken with those parents who have requested phone appointments and that these 

are all in place as well, if you have requested a phone appointment and havent heard about an appointment time 

please do contact the school office who will be happy to sort this out. 

 

A huge thank you for your continued support and patience in these difficult and uncertain times. We really do 

appreciate it. 

Kindest regards 

Marcus West 

(Head of School) 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline

