
 

St. Catherine’s C of E Primary School 

and Pre-School 

 
December 2020 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The end of term is almost upon us. It feels like it has been a very long term to end what has been an incredibly 

difficult and strange year, but as always, the children here at St Catherine’s have been amazing and the support and 

co-operation across the whole school community has been incredibly uplifting throughout the year. 

Christmas 

While we have had to approach things differently this year Christmas in school has been a lot of fun as always and 

the children and staff have done a great job in ensuring as much normality as possible whilst following all guidance 

correctly to ensure we have been COVID secure throughout. The Christmas dinner was a big success with a large 

uptake as normal, Father Christmas stood in classroom doorways to deliver presents to the children and I know each 

class has had either a small Christmas Party or a Christmas Film afternoon.  

 

 
 

The Christmas Nativities and Carol Service have now gone live, and you will have been sent a link for your Child’s 

Video. Please can we remind you that these should not be downloaded, copied, or shared as has been agreed. We 

hope you enjoy them, the staff and children have worked hard on them, so a huge thank you and well done to them.  

Application for Primary School Places 

A reminder that if you have a child who was born between 1st September 2016 and 31st August 2017, they will be 

due to start school from September 2021. Applications for school places opened on 15th November 2020 and will 

close on 15th January 2021.  

 

To apply for a school space, you will need to visit www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline. Please make sure you apply 

for 3 schools of your choice. If you only apply for one school and do not get a place, your child will be placed in a 

school where there is a space, which may not be a school you would choose. 

 

Parents Evenings 

Thank you for your incredible support and co-operation as our parent’s evenings went online this term. It was very 

successful and as always this is down to everyone working together and understanding that technology can be 

temperamental at times and remaining patient throughout. We really do appreciate your support. 

 

New Year 

As we look back on 2020, we must also look forward to coming new year and I sincerely hope that 2021 is a positive 

year for everyone. The New term begins on Monday 4th January and I know staff will look forward to seeing 

everyone safe and well. 

 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline


Staffing 

Tomorrow Mrs. Sweeny will be leaving us to start her special pregnancy leave before her maternity leave. Mrs. 

Sweeny has done a fantastic job in Darwin class and while she will be missed, I know you will all join me in wishing 

her all the very best. We look forward to hearing news in due course. 

 

We have appointed Miss Sharon Chapman to cover Darwin Class while Mrs. Sweeny is on leave. Miss Chapman joins 

us with a wealth of experience, and I know everyone will help her settle into St Catherine’s and make her feel very 

welcome. 

 

 

 

 

Farewell and Stay safe 

This is my final newsletter as Head of School at St Catherine’s. I cannot begin to express how much I have enjoyed 

my 6 years here. I am supremely proud of the school and everyone involved in it. I can genuinely say that St. 

Catherine’s will always hold a very special place in my heart as I have felt so happy here and so welcomed by all 

within the school community. 

The children are brilliant, and we should all be so proud of them for how hard they work and how well they behave 

and represent themselves and the school in all they do. They have always made St Catherine’s a very happy and 

enjoyable place to be. The support, honesty and understanding which has always been shown to both me and the 

school by all the parents, carers and family members is something which also make St Catherine’s stand. I know Mrs. 

McCaig is very much looking forward to starting here in January and she has already been made to feel very 

welcome on the days she has been in visiting. While I am moving to be Head of School at Ipplepen in January I will 

still be keeping in touch and will continue to work with Mrs. McCaig and the staff here in the New Year in my role as 

Deputy Executive Head of the Federation. I look forward to seeing everyone at St Catherine’s continuing to thrive 

and the school going from strength to strength. 

Thank you to everyone, I wish you all a very happy, safe and restful Christmas and a positive New Year.  

All my very best wishes to you all. 

Marcus West 

 

 


