
 
Head of School update

 Another fantastic week in 'real' and 'virtual' school. 
We have reached the end of another busy week in the “real” school and
the “virtual” school and we are all starting to get into the swing of remote
learning with live lessons and pre-recorded lessons to support learners at
home and at school. 
Attendance in school this week has continued to hover between 30-40%
each day. We are very grateful to those key worker families who have
been able to juggle things at home and limit how often they need to use
the in-school provision. We know that this is not possible for everyone, but
would ask that all key worker parents and carers review what they need
each week so that we can achieve our aim of keeping class sizes as small
as possible. This in turn will allow us to add an extra protective measure to
keep pupils and staff safer. If you are making a change to your child’s
attendance pattern, please let the office know.
.Remote home learning is different this time because it is a continuation of
the next steps in your child’s learning journey and there is an expectation
that every child completes learning every day. Therefore, we will keep a
register of who is completing home learning and who is accessing live
lessons and will make contact with Parents and Carers of children who
have not attended. These phone calls are designed to be supportive so
that we can help you overcome any barriers. We are very mindful of the
pressures and challenges many of you are facing at home and of the fact
that some days pupils may need to have a longer break or to leave some
activities for when they are feeling more positive. Whatever the situation,
we can only ask everyone to do their best and to ask for support if they
need it.
On that note, if your child is unwell and unable to take part in learning,
please let the school office know.
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Non screen time activities

 
Attached to this newsletter, I’ve

included some great ideas for non-
screen family

activities you might want to try this
weekend and over the upcoming

weeks. Let us know
which ones you enjoy!

Thank you again for all
your support. Take care

and stay safe.
 

Vicky McCaig

Lateral flow testing for staff in

Primary and Nursery schools.
From next week, the government will provide all primary
staff with rapid flow home test kits. This will help the fight
against the spread of Covid 19 and help to identify those
who may be positive and are still infectious yet
asymptomatic. We will keep you updated with more
information especially if there are any changes to our
school routines.

 

 

Samco - 'I wonder if birds talk to other birds'.

Poppy -'I wonder if the clouds speak at night'.

Finley - 'I wonder how bugs came alive'.

Frankie-'I wonder if the clouds feel like cotton candy'.

Daisy - 'I wonder if the flowers can smell each other'.

James - 'I wonder if the trees can hear us'.

Newton class have been looking at

the book The Wonder by Faye

Hanson. They were asked to write

a paragraph about what they

were wondering and write in the

style of the author.

Here are some of their thoughts...

There has been a lot of

excitement in KS2 as the pupils

practise recall of their

multiplication facts on Times

tables Rockstars. They enjoy

competing against each other

and with other schools in the

Federation.

 Reading is a key priority for all our

pupils and we have been thinking of

creative ways  our children can have

access to a wealth of rich texts at

home and school. Reception and KS1

pupils have Epic and Oxford Owl and

details for these have been shared

with you. For our older pupils, we

have recently purchased an online

subscription to MyOn which is linked to

Accelerated Reader. Watch this space

for more details coming soon. 



Communication
It is our aim to keep you well informed about all the exciting things happening here at St Catherine's. 

 
Below are the ways we can communicate:

- Email the school office: admin@stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk 

- Phone the school office : 01626 832655 if you need to report your child as absent

- Send a message via Tapestry or Google classroom

- Weekly newsletters which will be sent out via Parentpay to update you and notify you of any upcoming events

 - Letters: There will be times that we need to email you about specific events or information.  These letters can be
found on our school website.

- School website:  https://stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk/

- School facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/stcatherinesprimary

- Parents forums - The Parent Forum is a partnership between parents and the school.  It is a valuable way to share
ideas, views, concerns and make suggestions for improvement.

- Termly Parents evenings

- End of year reports

Meet the team

Well being challenges
Look out on our Facebook page for some fun challenges to
support your well being at home. It's important to take care

of yourself and each other at this difficult time
. If you are struggling there are lots of resources you can

access for advice and support.
www.mind.org.uk

www.nhs.co.uk
Text AFC to 85258 for a 24/7 confidential textline.

 

Preschool -Thomas & Milo

Sparks - Ruby & Blake

Newton - Poppy & Bethany

Edison -  Sophie & Harry

DaVinci - Tyler & Liam RD

Darwin - Charlotte & Isabella

Musket Rd, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6SB

Contact: 01626 832655    Email: admin@stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk

Stars of the week

My favourite

Colour: Purple

Food: Fish and chips

Drink: wine

Movie: Sound of Music

Book: Wind in the Willows

TV show: Tipping point

Place to visit: Longleat

Season: Summer

Animal: pigs

Mrs Hazel Tanner

Teaching assistant

Mrs Tanner has worked at St
Catherine's for 25 years and has
seen many changes over those
years. She has fond memories of
the school before it was relocated
to Heathfield and recalls how
mice use to make nests in the
paper trays. Mrs Tanner works in
Edison class and is always so kind
and caring to all the pupils at our
school.

Your certificates will be
handed out in class or via 

Google classroom/Tapestry



How many 
different words 

can you make from 
the letters in this 
sentence, below? 
Grab a pencil and 
paper and write a list!

Hold a photo 
session. Use a 

camera or a mobile 
phone to take some 
snaps. What will you 
photograph? Your 
pets or toys perhaps?

Do something 
kind for 

someone. Can 
you pay them a 
compliment, make 
them something or 
help them with a 
task?

Keep moving! 
Make up a 

dance routine to your 
favourite song.

Junk modelling! 
Collect and 

recycle materials 
such as yoghurt pots, 
toilet rolls and boxes 
and see what you 
can create with them.

Thank a 
community hero. 

Think of someone 
that helps you in 
some way and  
write a short letter to 
thank them.

Build a reading 
den. Find 

somewhere cosy, 
snuggle up and read 
your favourite book!

Can you create 
a story bag? 

Find a bag and 
collect items to go in 
it that relate to a well 
known story. If you 
can’t find an item, 
you could draw a 
picture to include.

Write a play 
script. Can you 

act it out to other 
people?

Draw a 
map of your 

local area and 
highlight interesting 
landmarks.

Can you create 
your own secret 

code? You could use 
letters, numbers, 
pictures or something 
else! Can you get 
someone else to try 
and crack it?

Make a list of 
all the electrical 

items in each room 
of your home.  
Can you come up 
with any ideas to use 
less electricity?

Design and 
make an 

obstacle course 
at home or in the 
garden. How fast can 
you complete it?

Write a song or 
rap about your 

favourite subject.

Draw a view. 
Look out of 

your window and 
draw what you see.

Get building!  
You could build a 

Lego model, a tower 
of playing cards or 
something  
else!

Use an old sock 
to create a 

puppet. Can you put 
on a puppet show for 
someone?

List making! 
Write a list of 

things that make you 
happy, things you’re 
grateful for or things 
you are good at.

Read out loud 
to someone. 

Remember to read 
with expression.

Write a 
postcard to 

your teacher.  
Can you tell them 
what you like most 
about their class?

Start a nature 
diary. Look out of 

the window each day 
and keep note  
of what you see. 
Birds, flowers, 
changes in the 
weather, what else?

Design and 
make a 

homemade board 
game and play it with 
your family.

Can you invent 
something new? 

Perhaps a gadget or 
something to help 
people? Draw a 
picture or  
write a  
description.

Get sketching! 
Find a 

photograph or picture 
of a person, place or 
object and sketch it.

Get reading! 
What would 

you most like to learn 
about? Can you find 
out more about it in 
books? Can you find 
a new hobby?

‘Learning from home is fun’ Thanks!

What can you do when there’s no school and you're 
stuck at home? Here are 25 fun ideas to choose from. 

Non-screen activities 
you can do at home

25 ideas!

Pobble.com – More writing. More progress.
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