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Our Christian vision...

Working together, Growing together for all to flourish

Head of School update
We have reached the end of another busy term. It is not until I
started compiling the newsletter that I realised just how busy a
term it has been and just how many fantastic opportunities the
children have had both inside and outside the classroom. We
didn't want the COVID restrictions to get in the way of allowing the
children to have the fullest range of learning experiences we could
offer. Of course, none of this could happen without the dedicated
team here at St Catherine's who, as ever, have gone above and
beyond to make sure that the children had a full range of
opportunities.
Some of the highlights of this term have been:
3 weeks of swimming lessons for our KS2 pupils
3 activity days for Year 6
Year 2 camp and sleepover at school
Sports Days for all our pupils
Outdoor learning opportunities
Introducing Reflection books
Revisiting our Christian vision and values
Enhancing the Early years outdoor area
2 year old provision in our preschool
I almost hesitate to remark on the light at the end of the tunnel .
However, plans are in the pipeline for a more “normal” Autumn
Term. Under current guidelines, bubbles will be removed,
staggered timings will be a thing of the past and events where we
are able to invite Parents and Carers into school will return. We
have plans for in-school sessions for parents, discos, Christmas
Fair, Christmas performances, trips, the return of mixed age group
clubs and have tentatively put these dates in the calendar. I’m
saying nothing further on the subject other than, fingers crossed!
It just remains for me to wish you all a very safe, sunny and
enjoyable Summer holiday. For those of you who are leaving our
St Catherine's family, we wish you all the best for the future and
hope you will stay in touch. For those of you who will return in
September, we look forward to seeing you all then ready for
another exciting year of learning.
Vicky McCaig (Head of School)

Class of 2021

Dear Year 6

It has been an absolute pleasure to get to know you over the last 7
months. Each of you brought your own flavour to our school and I look
forward to seeing you flourish as you take the next step in your lives.
Some of you are great at mathematics, others English, football,
tennis, outdoor learning, basketball, computing and so many other
things that I can’t list them all here. Take these skills and build on
them. Don’t forget to work on your weaknesses as well, we all have
them.
Here is some advice for making the most of your future. Take it or
leave it, you’re big children now and can make your own decisions.
Be brave about meeting people and trying something you haven’t
done before. Have big dreams and ambitions. Don’t worry if they
don’t happen, try something else.
It’s easy to feel defeated at times, but view these moments as a
challenge. The past 18 months has definitely been a challenge! Learn
from your mistakes and pick yourself up to try again.
Positivity attracts positivity; do not be negative about things. Try not
to only stick to friends who are like you, reach out and listen to those
who have different interests and backgrounds.
As you get older, you’ll get to know yourself better. Always be true
to yourself. Never try to be what you are not.
Most importantly. Have fun and enjoy life. Smile and make others
smile around you. Don’t ever put anything nasty in print or on screen,
however horrible someone else might have been.
Be kind.
You are wonderful individuals. Go forth and make the world great!

Year 6 activities
Spirits were not dampened for
long with our resilient Year 6's
this week. After finding out the
sad news their residential to
Skern lodge had been cancelled
we set about organising a range
of fun activiites instead. We are
so proud of this wonderful group
of children who have thrown
themselves into everything this
week and had a great time
making precious memories.
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Ideas to keep active over the holidays!
Active Devon have put together a list of resources that parents might find useful
during the holidays. Even with many covid restrictions being lifted we know there will be many
children who are less active during the holidays and they hope the list will help parents to find
local or on-line activities to engage their young people.
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/resources/coronavirus-support/active-recovery-hub
Help children and young people to boost their health and wellbeing by promoting being active
https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
The NHS have teamed up with Disney, Pixar and Marvel to bring you brand new play-along
games inspired by your favourite characters.
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/50-things-to-do
Want your kids to run free in the fresh air and try new exciting activities?
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/summer-activities-for-adventurous-families
Great ideas for families – eg. Build the best ever den with these tips and tricks – all you need are
some sturdy sticks, leaves that you’ve found on wild adventures and some mud to secure it all
together!
https://peumbrella.com/register/the-pe-umbrella-member/
Although designed for teachers and some elements are for a paid subscription, there are lots of
ideas for games that parents might want to try out this summer.
www.boingkids.co.uk/playupclub
Free to access. The Boing PlayUp Club is a six week video series full of new games and loads of
different ways to play. It also includes tips, advice and ideas for children and parents/guardians
on how to power up their play this summer.
learninghub.riverbearyoga.co.uk/p/family-yoga
A brilliant free resource for the summer break – screen free activity to keep families happy,
healthy and connected.
https://www.activedevon.org/event/wonford-cycle-festival/
https://www.activedevon.org/event/exeter-arena-cycle-festival/
https://www.activedevon.org/event/cowick-barton-cycle-festival/
https://www.activedevon.org/event/cranbrook-cycle-festival/
Active Devon is excited to announce our cycling festivals across Exeter during the summer break.
Have a go opportunities, free tea and coffee and goodie bags for participants (limited availability)
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools
The walk to school campaign materials have some excellent ideas for engaging children in
activities en-route to school that will work equally well on other walks eg. to the shops – have fun
and enjoy that walk! An example from the booklet: FUN FACT: The flashing orange lights on a
zebra crossing are called Belisha beacons. They are named after a British politician, Leslie HoreBelisha. How many Belisha beacons can you spot while out for a walk today?
https://www.activedevon.org/get-active/
Lots of ideas for getting active in Devon.

Important information
Children return to school
on Tuesday 7th September
- There will be no staggered start/finish times
- School day 9.00am-3.30pm
- Gates open 8.50am
- Ducklings/Robins to use own entrance/exit by the Children's centre
- One way system around the carpark path to remain
- Pupils to enter playground and walk straight into class using the outside doors
- Playtimes will resume to normal arrangements KS1 10.30-10.45 and KS2 10.45-11.00
- Lunchtime will be 12.00-1.00pm.
- Gate opened at 3.20pm
- Ducklings and Robins to be collected at their entrance
- Classes brought out to the playground at 3.30pm
- Parents to wait in sections along the length of the playground (by shelters)
- Children to go with parents and exit the playground promptly.
- If you allow your child to walk home alone please inform the class teacher.
*please note that we will be in contact with you again at the end of the summer holidays to confirm these
arrangements

School pick up in September

All children are expected to
wear the correct school
uniform.
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Year 6

We expect all children to wear
the correct PE kit which
includes a yellow t-shirt and
black shorts/joggers. Pupils
can come to school wearing
their PE kit on the days they
have PE. Your child's new class
teacher will inform you of
these days in their Welcome
letter which will be sent out in
the first week back.
Outdoor learning is changing
and more information will
follow in the Autumn term.
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A massive well done to these pupils for
being recognised around the school for
demonstrating our Christian values.
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Francesca R - for
having courage when
stung by a wasp.
There were no tears
and she calmly asked
for help.

Jacob C - for volunteering
to help support his peers
in history and using such
positive and encouraging
words whilst doing so

We will be
rewarding all
those with 98% or
more attendance
again at the end
of this half term.

Attendance prize
this half term
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Olivia B in
Year 2
Stars of the Year
Will be announced on
Tuesday in our final
celebration assembly this
year

Housepoints
Fox Tor

11092

Hare Tor
Crow Tor

12024
11626

Sheep Tor 10354
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