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Application for Primary School Places:

Applications must be in by 15th January 2022 or

they will be considered as late and you may not

get a place for your child in a school of your

choice. 

The weather has definitely turned a bit wintery this
week. Make sure you and your child/ren wrap up warm.
Everyone at St Catherine's has been working really hard
this week and the school has been a hive of activity. One
of our school priorities is Reading and we have
relaunched our Accelerated Reader programme for our
Y2-6 pupils. Your child should be bringing a reading
book home and will be taking regular quizzes in school
to monitor their progress. We have also purchased over
800 new reading books for our Reception and KS1
children. Please can I ask that these are looked after as
they are costly to replace. Thank you.
Our Spring term clubs list has been sent out to you and
is attached to this newsletter. If your child would like to
join a club after school please make sure they have
collected a letter from the member of staff running the
club. Please call the office if you have any questions.
Next week's newsletter will have a list of diary dates for
the term.
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.
Best wishes                                  Vicky McCaig

y

Road safety
We have had reports this week from

concerned parents about some pupils
from St Catherine's being careless on
their scooters on the way to and from
school. If your child rides a scooter to

school please can you remind them not
to ride on the road and to wear a

helmet.

Please Label Everything
Please ensure that you label all your
child’s school clothing and personal
items so that we can return any items
which get lost, including packed lunch

boxes and drinks bottles! 

This term, our Christian value is  JUSTICE. Justice is
doing the right thing – even if it is hard. Children will
explore  the importance of saying sorry and asking

forgiveness. They will listen and respond to the story
of Jonah and the Whale from the Old Testament.

Please check out our school website for a link to this
bible story

 



Changes to the COVID guidance
 As I'm sure you will have seen in the press there have been some changes

to the COVID guidance recently. These include:

 Testing - If you do not have COVID-19 symptoms but get a positive result on

a lateral flow test, then you need to start your isolation immediately and

you do not need to get a PCR test. This is a temporary change and has

been brought in to reduce the pressure on PCR testing. If you have COVID-

19 symptoms you should stay at home and self isolate immediately. You

should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. If this PCR test result

is positive, you must continue to self-isolate. Please inform school

of all positive tests.

 Close Contacts - If you are identified as a close contact on a positive COVID

case, you now need to do lateral flow (LFD) tests every day for a minimum

of 7 days or until 10 days since the last contact with the person who tested

positive. This is also the case for people who live in the same household as a

positive case.

 Isolation - If you do have a positive test, you need to isolate at home. It is

now possible to end self-isolation after 7 days, following 2 negative LFD

tests taken 24 hours apart on days six and seven

Y6 Science clubInvestig
ating Predicting
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This certificate is awarded to...
__________________for

 

Date:                       Nominated by:

Outstanding
behaviour award

Perseverance 
Justice 

Compassion
Courage

Friendship

Pupils are recognised around the school for
demonstrating our Christian values. Watch this

space to read about the wonderful behaviours our
pupils are displaying everyday.
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Housepoints

Fox Tor

Hare Tor

Crow Tor

Sheep Tor

Attendance 

Ducklings - Darcie & Iliana

 Robins - Teddy & Daisy

 Wrens - Libby & Alannah

 Kingfishers - Francesca & Dexter

 Kestrels - Keira, Lacie, Heidi,

Amy, Mia & Izzy

 Buzzards - Skye & Jack Y

Stars of the week

 112 pupils
with 100%
attendance
this week

1092

978

Attendance and Requesting Absence
All schools have a duty to monitor the attendance of

the children at their school, to ensure regular and
punctual attendance. It is also monitored by the local

authority and scrutinised closely as part of Ofsted
inspections. We continue to monitor our attendance

weekly.
If parents wish to make a request for an absence,

permission must be sought from the school at least 3
weeks in advance using an ‘Absence Request’ Form (S2)

which outlines the legal information you will need to
consider.

Please be reminded that, by law, the school is unable to
authorise holidays unless circumstances are deemed

exceptional and, if the school refuses your request and
the child is still taken out of school, this will be

recorded as an unauthorised absence. Where your child
has 10 or more unauthorised absences from school (5

days or more), we are obliged to report this to the
Education Welfare Service, which may then lead to a

penalty notice being issued by the local authority.
We would also like to remind the parents of

children in Year 6 that your children will sit their
SATs in the week beginning the 9th May 2022. 

Jamie S
 

for being an
excellent pupil

ambassador and
keeping the

library organised

 

Liam B in Wrens
 

for helping
holding doors

open when adults
had their hands

full.
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