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Head of School update
This week, the Prime Minister announced that all Plan B measures will be
removed in England, with a full return to Plan A by Thursday 27 January.
In education and childcare settings, this means:
From, Thursday 20 January, face coverings are no longer recommended in
classrooms and teaching spaces for staff, and pupils and students in year 7 and
above. They were introduced in classrooms at the start of the spring term as a
temporary measure.
From Thursday 27 January, face coverings are no longer recommended in
communal areas for staff, and pupils and students in year 7 and above.
This decision comes in response to national infection data showing the
prevalence of COVID-19 to be on a downward trajectory. Whilst there are some
groups where cases are likely to continue rising, it is likely that the Omicron wave
has now peaked nationally. There remains significant pressure on the NHS but
hospital admissions have stabilised, and the number of patients in Intensive Care
Units (ICU) remain low and are falling. This means it is right we remove the most
stringent restrictions around wearing face coverings from education, but the virus
is still with us, and continuing with proportionate protective measures remains
vital to protect education.
Steve Brown, Devon’s Director of Public Health, said: “While we have seen a
reduction in the overall number of people reporting a positive test in the past
week, numbers are now stabilising, and we are seeing increased rates in younger
children. “Case rates are still high and it is important that people understand that
this announcement is not one of ‘freedom day’, but a reverting back to plan A.
“Devon’s uptake of the vaccination is good, with more than 85 per cent of eligible
people overall now having had their booster. We must stay vigilant and alert to
risk that is still around us. Wearing face coverings is still an effective and sensible
precaution to continue in indoor and crowded spaces, especially with people you
don’t know. “Regular lateral flow device testing for people with no symptoms is
still the best way to identify those carrying the virus. As is taking a PCR test by
people showing symptoms. “Keeping indoor spaces ventilated is a sensible
precaution to reduce risk. “And staying at home and avoiding others if you have
symptoms of the virus or test positive for it, is still the most responsible way to
avoid spreading it to others. Please be cautious, let’s use our common sense, and
continue to follow good basic public health advice.”
We will continue to be cautious over the next few weeks and follow our Risk
assessment which outlines the guidance above from Devon's director of Public
Health.
Have a good weekend.
Best wishes
Vicky McCaig

Heathfield and Bovey
Tracey Community links
This week I had the pleasure of meeting Corin Burton
our new town councillor for Heathfield. Corin and his
wife own and run the Bovey Larder which is a zero
waste shop in Bovey Tracey. Corin came to look
around the school and discuss opportunities of
working with the school community in the future. We
are going to have regular meetings and will keep you
posted.

What is Healthy Start?
If you’re more than 10 weeks pregnant or have a child
under 4, you may be entitled to get help to buy healthy
food and milk.
If you’re eligible, you’ll be sent a Healthy Start card with
money on it that you can use in some UK shops. We’ll
add your benefit onto this card every 4 weeks.
You can use your card to buy:
plain liquid cow’s milk
fresh, frozen, and tinned fruit and vegetables
fresh, dried, and tinned pulses
infant formula milk based on cow’s milk
You can also use your card to collect:
y

Healthy Start vitamins – these support you during
pregnancy and breastfeeding
vitamin drops for babies and young children – these are suitable from birth to 4 years old

You’ll qualify for the Healthy Start scheme if you’re at
least 10 weeks pregnant or you have at least one child
that’s under 4.
In addition, you must be receiving any of the
following:
Child Tax Credit (only if your family’s annual income is
£16,190 or less)
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Pension Credit (which includes the child addition)
Universal Credit (only if your family’s take-home pay is
£408 or less per month from employment)
You will also be eligible for Healthy Start if:
you’re under 18 and pregnant, even if you are not
claiming any benefits
you claim income-related Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA) and are over 10 weeks pregnant
you, your partner or your carer get Working Tax Credit
run-on only after you have reported you’re working 16
hours or less per week
To find out if your family earns £408 or less per month
from employment whilst claiming Universal Credit,
look at your ‘take-home pay for this period’ on your
monthly Universal Credit award notice.

https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/how-to-apply/

Our Christian vision...

Working together, Growing together for all to flourish

Year 4/5 trip to Torquay museum
This week our Kestrel class
visited Torquay museum to
support their learning about
the Ancient Egyptians. The
children saw a real
mummified boy and learnt
about the process of
embalming. They had so
many questions and enjoyed
taking part in activities such
as writing their name in
hieroglyphics and making a
scarab beetle out of clay.
Their behaviour was
excellent and the museum
staff were very impressed. I
am sure they will continue to
love learning more
interesting facts over the
next few weeks.
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Pupils are recognised around the school for
demonstrating our Christian values. Watch this
space to read about the wonderful behaviours our
pupils are displaying everyday.

Friendship
Perseverance
Justice
Compassion
Courage
Alfie S & Jack Y
for showing
compassion when
helping out in the
hall and giving out
lunches to the
younger children

Lily Mae H
for showing so
much kindness
and helping a
reception child

Riley P
for perseverance
in his times tables
and scoring 30/30

Attendance and Requesting Absence
All schools have a duty to monitor the attendance of
the children at their school, to ensure regular and
punctual attendance. It is also monitored by the local
authority and scrutinised closely as part of Ofsted
inspections. We continue to monitor our attendance
weekly.
If parents wish to make a request for an absence,
permission must be sought from the school at least 3
weeks in advance using an ‘Absence Request’ Form (S2)
which outlines the legal information you will need to
consider.
Please be reminded that, by law, the school is unable to
authorise holidays unless circumstances are deemed
exceptional and, if the school refuses your request and
the child is still taken out of school, this will be
recorded as an unauthorised absence. Where your child
has 10 or more unauthorised absences from school (5
days or more), we are obliged to report this to the
Education Welfare Service, which may then lead to a
penalty notice being issued by the local authority.
We would also like to remind the parents of
children in Year 6 that your children will sit their
SATs in the week beginning the 9th May 2022.

Attendance
Jasper

for being a great
friend to someone
who was having a
difficult day

112 pupils
with 100%
attendance
this week

Stars of the week
Ducklings - Sofia & Leo
Robins - Aidan & Darcie
Wrens - Irvine & Daisy
Kingfishers - Zack & Bethany
Kestrels - Tyler RD & Riley J
Buzzards - Jacob D & Molly

Housepoints
Fox Tor 1109
Hare Tor 1206
Crow Tor 1573
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