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This week we were visited by our Executive Head and other
Heads across the Federation who spent time observing teaching
and learning, speaking to pupils and finding out about
attainment and progress across the school. They commented on
how calm and focused the classes were and the quality of
support and provision within lessons. The pupils spoke
eloquently and confidently about their learning and all aspects of
school life. We are really lucky to have such dedicated and hard
working staff at St Catherine's who are really making a difference
and I would personally like to thank them.
Please make sure you keep checking our weekly newsletters and
Parentpay for school information as we are looking forward to
planning lots more events in the coming weeks/months.
Thank you all for your continued support and I wish you a
wonderful weekend.
Best wishes
Vicky McCaig
Compassion is our Christian value this half
term.
This is needed more than ever before.
As we watch in deep sadness as the events
in Ukraine unfold, we struggle to think of
how we can help.
The key story for our Christian Value of
Compassion, is the Kind Stranger, the parable of
the Good Samaritan. You may already being
sharing aid , but you may like to contribute
through the British Red Cross here;
https://www.redcross.org.uk/

Follow this link to help you
talk to your child
https://www.unicef.org/parenting
/how-talk-your-children-about-conflict
-and-war

Please secure a place for
your child via
Parent pay by
this Wednesday

Comic Relief 2022 is fast approaching
and at St Catherine’s we are going to
celebrate in style!

We would love to see you all wearing
something red. This can be as simple or as
wacky as you like! Please make a small
donation in return for wearing something red.

Key stage 1 children (Ducklings, Robins
and Wrens) have the opportunity to take
part in a colouring competition. Your
completed drawings will need to be
handed to your teacher by Friday 25th
March ready to be judged by Mrs Bell on
Monday 28th March. There will be a
small reward for the winning entry.

Key stage 2 children (Kingfishers,
Kestrels and Buzzards) have the
opportunity to take part in a poetry
competition. You will need to think of
either a word or sentence starting with
each letter of Comic Relief to create an
acrostic poem. Your completed
acrostic poem will need to be handed
to your teacher by Friday 25th March
ready to be judged by Mrs Bell on
Monday 28th March. There will be a
small reward for the winning entry.
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Our Christian vision...

Working together, Growing together for all to flourish

Learning extends beyond the classroom and we have some
wonderful activities on offer for our pupils at St Catherine's. This
term we will taking groups climbing at the Quay climbing centre
in Exeter and Archery and crate stacking at Colehayes with
Backwater Adventures. Our KS1 pupils are also having swimming
lessons this half term at Dyrons. It is wonderful to see the pupils
trying new things and for many taking risks and pushing
themselves out of their comfort zone. We are incredibly proud of
you all for your excellent behaviour and representing the school
in such a positive manner.

NEEDS

VACANCY FOR A MEAL TIME ASSISTANT
St. Catherine's School is looking for a Meal Time Assistant, to support pupils during the
lunchtime period. The position will be a permanent appointment, working 1.5 hours per
day, 11.45am to 1.15pm, over five days, term time only.

This is ideally suited to someone who has experience of working with children in a
school environment.
You will be required to:
Supervise and where applicable provide support for pupils, including those with
special needs, ensuring their safety and access to playtime activities
Establish constructive relationships with pupils and interacting with them
according to individual needs
Promote the inclusion and acceptance of all pupils
Encourage pupils to interact with others and to engage in activities over the
lunchtime period
Promote self-esteem, good behaviour and independence
Provide feedback where necessary to the Line Manager/Teacher
For an informal discussion or if you have any questions please contact the school
on 01626 832662 or email:admin@stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk
Application forms available from the school office or download from the Devon
Jobs Website. Please email applications to: applications@st-michaelspri.devon.sch.uk or hand into St Catherine’s school reception by the closing date
of Friday 18th March 2022. Interviews will be held week commencing 21st March
2022.

If you are interested in volunteering in
school, we would love to hear from you.
Our volunteers support with all aspects of
school life from reading with children,
supporting in play, sewing, craft and
creative activities.
If you have any spare time (even an hour a
week can make a difference) on a regular
basis and would like to be part of the St
Catherine's volunteer team please email the
admin team at admin@stcatherinesheathfield.devon.sch.uk
In your email tell us a little about yourself
and we will get in touch with you to discuss
more.

UPDATE - LIVING with COVID plan
As you will have seen, there have been a number of announcements relating to COVID over the last few days under the badge
of “Living With COVID”. We have received updated guidance from the DfE and UK Health Security Agency so I can now share
this information with you.

What should I do if my child has symptoms of COVID?
If your child has any of the 3 main symptoms of COVID (temperature, loss of taste/smell, persistent cough) they should stay at
home and undertake a PCR test. If the result is negative, they can return to school as long as they don’t have a temperature. If
the result is positive, the Public Health advice is that the child should stay at home. This is no longer a legal requirement, but is
strongly recommended in order to limit the spread of the virus. Therefore, we would expect children who have tested positive to
stay at home.
What will happen if my child is displaying symptoms during the school day?
If your child is displaying any of the 3 main symptoms, then we will make contact with you and ask you to collect them.
Following a positive test result, when can my child return to school?
You may choose to use an LFD test (available from pharmacies or online until April)
on Day 5 and Day 6. If these are both negative, your child can return to school.
2 consecutive negative results are required before your child can return to school.
Should you decide not to LFD test, your child can return to school on Day 10
provided they are well enough to do so and no longer have a raised temperature.
My child has been in close contact with a member of our household who
has tested positive. Can they come to school? Do they need to undertake
daily testing?
As long as your child does not have any symptoms, they
should attend school as normal. There is no longer any need for daily
LFD testing for people who have been in close contact with a positive case.
What measures are in place to continue to limit the spread of the virus?
• Hand and respiratory hygiene will remain a focus with children being supervised to maintain high standards
• Cleaning regimes remain in place
• Good ventilation will be maintained throughout the school
• We will continue to take advice from Public Health colleagues, DfE and the UKHSA
Will Key stage bubbles remain in place?
No. Children will now be able to mix much more freely. We have been looking forward to moving away from these restrictions.
This will mean (list not exhaustive):
• Cross year group clubs can recommence
• Whole school assemblies, including face to face whole school assemblies and celebration assemblies, will be reintroduced
• Year 5 and Year 6 will be able to undertake their pupil ambassador roles and will be able to mix with our younger pupils
• Plans for the Summer Fair, school discos, Sports Days, Performances, The Jubilee Picnic and other events can begin
We won’t change everything immediately, but will gradually make changes over the next few weeks to give everyone time to
adjust. We are very excited to think that we will finally be able to work face to face as a unified school community for the
first time in nearly 2 years.
Will parents be able to come into school and meet with teachers and attend school events?
Yes. Face to face meetings can recommence. However, you can still request a phonecall or a Zoom meeting if you prefer.
It is a great relief to finally be able to share such positive news with you all. We seem to have been talking about the light at
the end of the COVID-coaster tunnel for a very long time, but it does seem as thought we might almost be there. Thank you
for all the support you have shown our St Catherine's family throughout the pandemic and for your continued support from
this point onwards.
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Return to school - Monday 28th Feb

Date:
Nomin
ated by:

Pupils are recognised around the school for
demonstrating our Christian values. Watch this
space to read about the wonderful behaviours our
pupils are displaying everyday.

Friendship
Perseverance
Justice
Compassion
Courage

World Book day - Thu 3rd March
KS1 swimming starts - Friday 4th
March
PTA AGM - Monday 14th March
Bedtime Story evening - Thu 17th
March
Red Nose Day - Friday 18th March
Last day of term - Friday 8th April

Lacie Jack Y
Keira Shalom
Kacey Jack L
Jacob B
for being kind
and thoughtful
and setting a
great example

Stars of the week
Ducklings - Herbie & Sharmaine
Robins - Loki & Lily
Wrens - Eran & Mason
Kingfishers - Jacob & Maddie
Kestrels - Jamie & Jayden
Buzzards - Maisie & Mati

This week's house
point badges
award winners.
Look at how
proud they are!

Our whole
school
attendance
target is 96%

Housepoints
Fox Tor 1627
Hare Tor 1425
Crow Tor 1898

Sheep Tor1948
Musket Rd, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6SB
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