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February
Wednesday 1st February - Teachers strike
action
Thursday 2nd - Fire safety talk Y2 & Y5
Monday 6th - Childrens mental Health week
Tuesday 7th - Safer Internet day
Wednesday 8th - PTA disco
Friday 10th - Last day before half term

Half term - week 13th -17th February
 

Monday 20th - Children return to school

March
Thursday 2nd  - World book day
Thursday 2nd  - Bedtime story evening
Week beginning 13th  - Science week
Friday 17th - Red Nose day

 
 

Diary Dates
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to our new monthly newsletter. We will continue to keep you
updated with all the fabulous work happening at St Catherine's via this
newsletter and our Facebook page. Emails are regularly sent out via
Parentpay so please keep checking this also. If you have difficulty
accessing communications please speak to our admin team and they
will happily assist you.
It has been a really busy start to the year. Christmas seems like a
distant memory. Although I appreciate what an expensive time
Christmas is for everyone, please try to ensure that you stay up to
date with any payments that are due for either school meals, Breakfast
or after school club or trips. You can still order weekly food bags via
the school which are super value for money and provided by Bovey
Food hub. 
 Please ensure that you label all your child’s school clothing and
personal items so that we can return any items which get lost,
including packed lunch boxes and drinks bottles!
Congratulations to everyone who was involved with the Christmas Fair
which was held before Christmas. We managed to raise a fantastic
£700. Thank you to the PTA and everyone who helped out to make the
Fair such a success. 
Please remember that some classes are closed on Wednesday 1st
February due to industrial strike action. Wrens, Kingfishers and
Kestrels will be closed. We appreciate these days are disruptive and
we will do all we can to manage the situation as best as we can.
Thank you for all your support so far this year. Our partnership is vital
and if you have any concerns please speak to the class teacher in the
first instance or make an appointment to speak with myself.
Best wishes to you and your family

Mental Health and wellbeing
As a Federation, we recognise the importance of our school community’s
emotional health. To find out what we offer as a school in order to support this,
please go to https://stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk/
Click on the parents tab and use the drop down menu to select Emotional
health.
You will find our school’s named people to contact, should you have any concerns over
your child’s emotional wellbeing. You will also find a tiered explanation of support that
we offer and signposting to useful websites for mental health for all the family. 

There is information too on our MindUp and Jigsaw curriculums, which work
together to help children manage those big and difficult feelings that we can all
experience. We teach children to help manage their emotions through
mindfulness, developing emotional literacy and understanding how our brains 
 can affect our thoughts, feelings and behaviour. 
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Nativity 2022

Thank you to
our governors

for our
delicious cake



 
 
 
 
 

 To book a place at Breakfast or After
School Club, please contact the school
office via email, or speak to a member of
staff on the playground. Please remember:
you must ensure that you have enough
money in your ParentPay account to cover
the cost of any sessions of before/after
school care that you need to book. From
this term, if you book a place without
available funds on ParentPay, your child
will not be able to attend any further
sessions until the account debt is cleared.
The local authority no longer allows us to
carry any debts as a school and so we will
be forced to contact you to organise
alternative care until the debt is cleared.
Your understanding of this is appreciated.

Attendance

Breakfast and After
school club

The school’s attendance rate is currently at 94%.
This year, our school is still aiming to try and keep
our attendance rate at 96% or above, so we are off
to a great start!
 If your child is unwell and not attending school,
please make sure that you contact the school office
by 9:30am to report the reason for their absence. In
line with our safeguarding policies and protocols, if
we have not heard from a parent by 9:30am, we will
contact you to check the reason for your child's
absence. 
A reminder that, in line with local authority policy,
we are unable to authorise absence during term
time unless there are exceptional circumstances.
Your understanding and cooperation with this is
greatly appreciated.  

Teachers strike action
As you may be aware, the NEU teacher’s union has
planned a number of days of industrial action, when
their members will go on strike. The industrial action
that will impact schools in the South-West, is planned
for the following dates: Wednesday 1st February 2023
Thursday 2nd March 2023 Wednesday 15th March 2023
Thursday 16th March 2023. The industrial action is
being taken by members of the NEU union, because
they are in dispute with the Government about
teachers’ pay and conditions and, following a ballot of
members, have planned a number of strike days.
On Wednesday 1st February the following classes will
be closed - Wrens, Kingfishers and Kestrels. We are
sorry for any inconvenience but hope you understand
the difficult decision teachers have had to make to
improve pay and conditions. Further strikes are planned
and we will keep you informed about how we intend to
manage this at St Catherine's and any changes. 

Keep in touch
 

Musket Rd, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6SB

Contact: 01626 832655  

School website : https://stcatherines-

heathfield.devon.sch.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/stcatherinesprimary

Email : admin@stcatherines-heathfield.devon.sch.uk

Tree planting
To commemorate the passing of Queen

Elizabeth II we have planted a Silver
birch tree in our school grounds. Our

school council helped to find a suitable
location for the tree and made sure it
was secured in place. We are looking

forward to the Spring to watch it bloom.
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School Uniform 
We firmly believe that how a child dresses affects his/her
attitude to learning and behaviour. We would like our
children to take pride in their appearance and our school
uniform gives everyone a sense of belonging. Appropriate
school dress means that fashion clothing should be avoided.
Nail varnish, make-up and temporary tattoos are not
permitted and jewellery, other than wristwatches and plain
stud earrings, should not be worn. Please ensure that your
child does not wear a necklace as this can
become a danger if they get it caught on anything.
On PE days, children in Years 2-6 are allowed to wear their PE
kit into school. However, please remember that they should
be wearing their school jumper/fleece over the top of their PE
T-shirt and should be wearing plain track suit bottoms, shorts
or leggings.
Thank you for ensuring that your child is dressed in the
correct school uniform at all times.

How do I 
know if I am doing

 well at school?

School council

Our school council
have lots of great

ideas and we will be
sharing these with
you in next months

newsletter.
One area they are
keen to develop is
play at lunchtimes.

Watch this space for
more info coming

soon. 

Tyler, Martha, Herbie, 
Kalella, Theo P, Olivia, Daizy,

Serenity

Sebastian, Darcie, Oakley,
Rupert, Wade, Cristian,

Sharmaine, Brodie

Mason, Eva, Logan SN, Olive,
Oscar, Logan C, Aron, Maddie

G

Isabelle D, Charlie, Brooke,
Poppy RD, Libby, Eli, Ella

Jane

Keiran, Frankie, Lucas,
Fletcher, Aston, Kayden,
Jayden, Jacob, Christa

Liam, Riley J, Evie, James,
Izzy, Dominik, Lacie, Oliver

January stars


